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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



c^^^ V^ \ ,1 ■ A signal conversion apparatus, comprising*/ 

a converted signal; 



determination means for detecting additional information 
added to said input signal and for determning whether or not 
said additional information indicates a/ use limitation for 
said converted signal; and 



use limitation means for disabling said converted signal 
when said use limitation is copy ^prohibition or copy 
limitation. 



2. A signal conversdon apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said input signal is a video signal, and said signal 
conversion means is adTapted to perform a signal conversion 
process selected frorfi the group consisting of converting 
progressive scanniM into interlaced scanning and converting 
interlaced scanning into progressive scanning. 



3. Ay&ignal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein Sy^id input signal is a video signal, and said sigfnal 
conversion means is adapted to convert the number of scanning 
lines , 
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4. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said input signal is a video signal, and said sjL'gnal 
conversion means is adapted to convert a signal format 



5. A signal conversion apparatus accordinf§ to claim 4, 
wherein said signal conversion means is adap^d to perform a 
signal format conversion selected from they^roup consisting of 
converting a high-definition television signal into a standard 
television signal and converting a starraard television signal 
into a high-definition television signal.. 



6. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said signal conversd/on means is adapted to perform a 
signal format conversion selected from the group consisting of 
converting a video signai of an image data format for computer 
processing into a high/def inition television signal or a 
standard television ^ignal; and converting a high-definition 
television signal onr a standard television signal into a video 
signal of an imaoB data format for computer processing. 



7. A ^signal conversion apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein sa^id signal conversion means is adapted to convert 
said sigiial format from an analog video signal into a digital 
video gagnal . 
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8. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim y^, 
wherein said signal conversion means is adapted to conveyt a 
data compression method. 



9. A signal conversion apparatus according 
wherein said input signal is an audio signal. 



claim 1, 



10, A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said signal conversion means is /adapted to convert a 
sampling frequency of said audio signe 



11. A signal conversion a^aratus according to claim 9, 
wherein said signal conversior/'means is adapted to convert a 
data compression method for/said audio signal. 



12. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said signal /conversion means is adapted to convert an 
analog audio signal into a digital audio signal. 




13. J/ signal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
further eomprising notification means for notifying a user of 
said use limitation for said converted signal. 

/ 



# # 
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14. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said additional information is digital watermark / 
information, and said determination means detects said di/gital 
watermark information and determines whether or not sa±d 
digital watermark information indicates copy prohibition or 
copy limitation. / 



15. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said input signal is a digital signacl. 



16. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein a plurality of different types of additional pieces of 
information are added to said inmxt signal, and when said 
determination means determines/that one of said plurality of 
different types of additional pieces of information indicates 
copy prohibition or copy l/lmitation, said use limitation means 
disables said converted /signal . 



17. A signay^ conversion apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein one of sAid plurality of different types of additional 
pieces of information is digital watermark information. 
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18. A signal conversion apparatus according to claim 
wherein said input signal is a digital signal provided afb4r 
an encryption process is performed thereon. 



19. A signal conversion method, comprising 




steps of 



converting an input signal to a converted/ signal ; 

detecting additional information added/ to said input 
signal, and determining whether or not said additional 
information indicates a use limitation tpx said converted 
signal; and 



disabling said converted signarl when said use limitation 

limit^at: 



is copy prohibition or copy 




:ion, 



20. A signal conversion method according to claim 19, 
wherein said input signal is a video signal, and said signal 
conversion step performs a signal conversion process selected 
from the group consisting of converting progressive scanning 
into interlaced scanning and converting interlaced scanning 
into progressive^ scanning. 



21. /a signal conversion method according to claim 19, 
wherein/said input signal is a video signal, and said signal 
conversion step converts the number of scanning lines. 
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22. A signal conversion method according to claim 2:9, 
wherein said input signal is a video signal, and said signal 
conversion step converts a signal format. / 



23. A signal conversion method according to claim 22, 
wherein said signal conversion step perfornys a signal format 
conversion selected from the group consisbang of converting a 
high-definition television signal into a/ standard television 
signal and converting a standard television signal into a 
high-definition television signal. / 



24. A signal conversion ynet hod according to claim 22, 
wherein said signal conversi/n step performs a signal format 
conversion selected from tire group consisting of converting a 
video signal of an image yaata format for computer processing 
into a high-definition /celevision signal or a standard 
television signal; and converting a high-definition television 
signal or a standam television signal into a video signal of 
an image data forprfat for computer processing. 



25. A ysignal conversion method according to claim 22, 
wherein sai^ signal conversion step converts said signal 
format from an analog video signal into a digital video 
signal . / 
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26. A signal conversion method according to claim 22, 
wherein said signal conversion step converts a data 
compression method. 



27. A signal conversion method according /to claim 19, 
wherein said input signal is an audio signal.. 



28. A signal conversion method ac/ording to claim 27, 
wherein said signal conversion step C9'nverts a sampling 
frequency of said audio signal. 



29. A signal conversion inethod according to claim 27, 
wherein said signal conversion step converts a data 
compression method for said^ audio signal. 



30. A signal conversion method according to claim 27, 
wherein said signal/conversion step converts an. analog audio 
signal into a digi/fcal audio signal. 



31. A /signal conversion method according to claim 19, 
further coinprising a notification step for notifying a user of 
said use /imitation for said converted signal. 
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32. A signal conversion method according to claim 19, 



/ 



wherein said additional information is diqital watermarfc 

/ 

information, and said detecting step detects said digital 
watermark information and determines whether or not ^aid 
digital watermark information indicates copy prohi^tion or 
copy limitation. 



33. A signal conversion method acco/ding to claim 19, 
wherein said input signal is a digital signal 



34. A signal conversion method according to claim 19, 
wherein a plurality of differenjc types of additional pieces of 
information are added to said/input signal, and said disabling 
step disables said converte;^ signal when one of said plurality 
of different types of adc^tional pieces of information 
indicates copy prohibit i'on or copy limitation. 



35. A signa21 conversion method according to claim 34, 
wherein one of ^id plurality of different types of additional 
pieces of infoj^mation is digital watermark information. 



36. / A signal conversion method according to claim 19, 
wherein/ said input signal is a digital signal provided after 
an encsryption process is performed thereon. 



